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Spelling Checkers for the Macintosh©

Editorial—John Hansen has put
together the most complete and
thorough review of Mac spelling
checkers | have seen anywhere.
Because of it's thoroughness, itis
also rather long. So we bringitto
you in 3 installments. This is the
last instaliment.

Installment 3

Spelling Checker included
with Microsoft™ Word Ver-

sion 3.0

Microsoft

16011 N.E. 36th Way, Box 97017
Richmond, WA 98073-9717

List Price: -$395.00

The Word 3.0 main dictionary is 161K long. A
word-hyphenation application is 24K long.
The main dictionary is protected; words can-
not be added or deleted. A user can create as
many dictionaries as desired. Only batch
checking can bedone. Selected textis checked
against the main dictionary and any specified
user dictionaries,

Directions for the spelling checker and
its use are covered quite adequately in four
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No one wants a nuclear war.

Nevertheless, with more than 50,000 nuclear
weapons in a world sown with the seeds of conflict, the danger is real.
However irrational and unthinkable, a nuclear war could start accidentally.
It could be the unintended, unexpeocted or outcome of seemingly
reasonable degisions. Though improbable when U.8.-Soviet relations are
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Figure 14. Word 3.0 window with unknown word and guesses

pages in a tutorial manual and about seven
pages in the Reference Manual, Since the
program is intended for use with one word
processor, material that must be covered in
manuals of programs that are designed for use
with more than one word processor is not
needed.

After the text to checked has been se-
lected, clicking Spelling.., in the Document
menu or typing Command L will open the
Spelling window -shown in Figure 13." The
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Figure 13. Word 3.0 spelling checker window
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spelling of a word can be checked by high-
lighting the word, calling the checker, and
clicking Suggest.

Checking a selection is started by
clicking Start Check in the Spelling window.
Each misspelled (and, occasionally, a cor-
rectly spelled) word is presented as an Un-
known Word. Clicking Suggest will list alter-
nate spellings in the Words panel, if any are
available, and the checker’s best guess will be
shown in the Change To box. The appearance
of the window at this point is shown in Figure
14. If the suggestion is correct, it can be
substituted for the misspelled word by
clicking Change. Pressing the Return key
doesthe same thing and is faster. If notcorrect,
but the correct word is shown as an alternate
guess, double—clicking that word will substi-
tute it for the misspelled word. If no guess is
available, a box appears stating that fact. A
button must be clicked to remove the box and
continue the process. Clicking on the un-
known word will copy it to the Change To box,
where it can be corrected.

The “+”” and *-” buttons are used to add to
and delete words from the selected dictionary.
The check button is used to verify the spelling
of the word typed in the Change To box. Ifthe
spelling is not in an open dictionary, the word
is displayed as the Unknown Word.

AnIgnore feature such as found in Work-
sPlus Spell is not included. If a word is
included several times in a document, the best
procedure appears to be to add it to a dictionary
for the check and then delete it after. A nice
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feature is that if an unknown word that was
corrected earlier is repeated, the correction
will be shown in the Change To box.

Correction time for the first test docu-
ment was 3:42. No guesses were offered for
four of the 34 misspelled words. The correct
guesses were shown for the others..The only
correctly spelled words that were presented as
misspelled were creationist, creationism, and
precellular. In this set of checkers, only
MacProof contained - the: first two words.
Words  containing curly apostrophes were
accepted.

Correction time for the second test docu-
ment was 3:53. No guesses were offered for
seven of 25 words. The only correctly spelled
word listed as unknown was emplaced.

Times for the appearances of guesses
after Suggest was pressed ranged from (.99~
1.94 seconds. This is slightly slower than
WorksPlus Spell and the WriteNow diction-
ary, but significantly faster than Thunder.

The Works 3.0 dictionary tied Work-
sPlus Spell with 93 of 100 randomly selected
dictionary words. Correct guesses were of-
fered for 81.4% of the misspelled words in the
two test documents.

Comments: The Word 3.0 dictionary
performance on misspelled words was inter-

mediate between the best anid worst. Based on
my limited sample of words in the random
word list and number of correct words identi-
fied as unknown, the dictionary is one of the
better ones tested. The correction steps in my
tests are slower than some of the other check-
ers because it is necessary to ask for sugges-
tions on every word. Automatic presentation
would be better. I would like’ interactive
checking, but because the dictionary is in-
cluded as part of the package, 'l probably use
it anyway.  The dictionary can be accessed to
check any word very easily.

And a Few Closing Com-

ments :

o WorksPlus Spell; within the limitations of
my tests, is the best spelling checker in this
group of eight, but unfortunately-is not
usable with Word.

 Thaveconcluded thatan interactive spelling
checker is best for my type of ccmposition.
MacLightning and Thunder can be used
with-Word ‘1.05 in this manner, but have
flaws that keep them from being as good as
I would like. However, I'm so pleased with
Word 3.0 thatI may have to go back to batch
checking or find an interactive speller than

will work with it. MacLightning appears to
work with Word 3.0, but Thunder has even
more problems than with Word 1.05; it
doubles the first letter of any corrected
word.

» Correct spelling guesses for misspelled
words are not especially important to me. [
know the correct spelling in nearly every
case where the checker interactively finds a
misspelled word and I almost never correct
by asking for a suggested spelling. How-
ever, when batch checking, using guesses
that are presented automatically (Thunder,
WorksPlus Spell, MacSpell+) oreven when
aprompt is required (WriteNow, Word 3.0)
can often faster than typing in acorrection or
editing a misspelled word.. However, my
experience with Spellswell shows that rapid
batch checking can be done even if correct
guesses are provided only occasionally.

» I would like to thank Dan Patch Micro
Systems for allowing me to borrow copies
of MacProof, WriteNow, Spellswell Ver-
sion 1:2d, and WorksPlus Spell for these
tests and Bruce: Auerbach: for helping me
become current with Speliswell Version
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COMPUTER %
FAIR

Sponsored by:

NARA Inc. - P.O. Box 857, Hopkins, MN 55343

For Personal Computer Users

Electronics Hobbyists, and Amateur Radio Operators
Club Activities - Demonstrations - Commercial Exhibitors
and BIGGEST Electronics Flea Market

Saturday & Sunday, June 6 & 7, 1987

Saturday Activities Outside 6:00 a.m. to
Inside 8:00a.m. to

Sunday Activities Outside 8:00 a.m. to
Inside 8:30 a.m. to

At the Minnesota State Fairgrounds
Race Track & East Room of Grandstand Building

Dealer enquiries:
Write or call - (612) 5666-4000

A\TEUR FAIR ’'87

Upper Midwest’s
Largest
Electronics & Computer Swap & Show

5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

2 Days!

-15-



S3

5035 - 250th Street East
Hampton, MN. 55031

1 - (800) 247-4622 inwmn.
1-(507) 263-3801

Macintosh Hard

Levco Prodigy 4 System:  Includes: Macintosh
computer with Levco Prodigy 4 upgrade,128K
ROM's, internal 20Mb hard drive. 800K internal
floppy, Amber screen CRT, MacPlus keyboard, car-
rying case and software.

Features:

Upgrade: Levco Prodigy 4
16 MHz 68020 processor, 32 bit data path
68881 math co-processor
4 Mb RAM,using 1 Mb Chips
SCSI Port

Portable Mac: (not in original case, approx. half
again larger, all equipment listed build-in) 512K
RAM, 128K ROM's, two 800K floppy drives, 20 Mb
(Dataframe) hard drive, Hayes compatible 1200 baud
modem (Avatex HC), amber monitor.

If you are on the move and still need to take it all with you,
here it is. Built for function and convenience while on the
move, $2325.  Also available with 1, 2, or 4 Mb RAM,

Memory Upgrades:
128K-512K (S 3) $ 139,

Power Supply, additional capacity supports internal hard drive 512K-1024K (Beck Tech) $ 249.

and Fan,
Hard Drive: Levco (Rodime) Overdrive
20Mb SCSI auto-boot HFS internal drive

128K-1024K (Beck Tech) $ 369.
128K/512K-2024K (Levco). W/SCST and fan, -$779,

512K-2024 (MacMemory) TurboMax-16MHz.* $1179.
512K-4048 (MacMemory) TurboMax 16MHz.* $1820 .

The Prodigy alone retails for $4995, have a system faster than a *W/high speed SCSI, Power Supply, Fan.

VAX with all the goodies, for only $6299. This unit is clean

and has been well cared for, It's a one owner model, Apple used

this machine for MacPaint 2.0 developement. Mac II's were
even in short supply at Apple until recently, so much of the
early software development was completed on Levco equipped
machines.

Macintosh 512E: 512K RAM, 128K ROM's,two

800K floppy drives.

This unique machine has two 800K internal floppy drives, SE
style mounting. The installation is neat and professional, and
complete with "doors” on each drive. This is important when

Optional 68881 Math co-processor TurboMax $ 399.

Mac Scan: A high speed SCSI Image Scanner System,
Brought to you by New Image Technology, makers of the Mag-
ic video digitizer, rated "close to perfection" (MacUser May/87
quick clicks). The system incudes a Princeton Graphic's Scan-
ner, MacScan Interface, all connecting cables, and application
software,

Features:

Multiple Save Formats, all major desktop publishing programs
MacPaint/MacWrite, Apple's PICT, PageMaker 1.2, PageMaker
2.0 TIFF 1 bit compressed, SuperPaint, Adobe's PostScript

adding an internal fan, it's a great help in keeping the drives free ,Ready-Set-Go, MacDraft, MacPublisher and Ragtime.

of dust. $1199.  The above with 1 MbRAM $1399.

Resolves at up to 300 dots per inch, also 200,150,75 D.P .I.

Scans 8.5" X 11" page at 300 D.P .1, in Max. of 15 seconds.

Lisa/Mac-XL: One MbRAM, 5 Mb auto-boot hard | ;.o At and Half Tone Modes

drive, software.

Very close to a big screen Mac!, runs 90% of Mac software
under MacWorks 3.0 (included). Apple profile hard drive, and
networking software make this a great partner for any Mac,
ROM switcher screen pixel fix for Mac/Lisa software available
(not included). $699.

ImageWriter I:
and manuals. $275.

Complete with Mac cable, new ribbon

Adjustable Brightness Control

Selectable Scan Area and Cropping

Adjustable Brightness Control

O.C.R. Software Available 6/87. inputs proportionally spaced
text, mixed font, multi-sized characters.

1.B.M. Compatible

Costs nearly $1000 less than the Abation or Mircoteck, it is
smaller, faster, and has ‘better software. $1349.

Hard Drives: Conner, Rodine (internal and external), Ap-
ple, Dataframe. Call,
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MCAD: Through the looking glass.

MCAD: Macintosh Computer Art
and Design Group.

his. special. interest group meets
once amonth to swap notes on how
to use the Mac for fun and profit in
graphic pursuits. Steve Bibus,
Mini’app’le member, helped form this group
almost a year ago. Thoughnot a SIG extension
of Mini’app’les, there are some unique things
being exchanged by a very diverse group of
folks, all united by Mac graphics. I've at-
tended several meetings and continue to be
amazed atthe variety of ways that the Mac can
be used as d graphics production tool.

At the meeting on May 11th (meetings
are.7:00 pm; Minneapolis College of Art and
Design, Rooni 325), the program was “show
and tell.”-My uses sounded: so ho-hum and
conventional, compared some of the things
others are doing. I’ve used my Mac to lay out
flyers, brochures, letterheads and do a little

by Tom Edwards

drafting-type production, That's not unfamil-

iar ground to most of these folks. However,

some have gone well beyond that. Try some of
these uses for interesting Mac applications:

o Flat patterns for fold-up paper models.
One of the most complex things in this
line (not developed by an MCAD mem-
ber) are some highly detailed models of
vehicles that actually “work” with some
moving parts.

»  Cross-stitching designs, created on the
Mac and transferred. to:production with
MacPaint documents “tiled” together.
Even the package was aided with Mac
output. The artist hopes to be able to
increase production of new designs, now
that some things have been Macinized.

o Slide and video production, using the
Mac for storyboarding, art and anima-
tion. Some of this is making its way into

major business environments and devel- -

oping contacts far outside of the Minne-
sota territory.

e This one justknocks me out! A “retired”
engineer has a machine that accepts art-
work on one end and spits out bound
booklets on the other. In between, there’s
about 15 feet of mechanical stuff that
does the camera work, makes paper print-
ing plates, prints and collates, staples and
trims. The finished booklets have a cover
and fitinto your pocket when done. Great
for instruction: manuals in craft shops.
The designer’s goal is to make your
books while you wait! The Mac comes in
as providing the format sheets that you
need to organize your artwork.

If you want to sitin on a meeting or two,
contact Joy Kopp, 440-5436 or Collette Gai-
ter-Smith,224-8622. Just might be something
that ‘you’d like to follow.:' A real creative
group.

- More bytes later... TWE B o
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“ Creates Independent S

upertino, California. April 28,
1987.~ Apple: Computer, Inc.
today announced plans to create

| an independent software com-
pany to develop, publish and market applica-
tions software for its Macintosh™ and
Apple® II personal computer lines.

According to Apple, the new company
will market applications software currently
published by Apple, but under its own label.
In addition, it will publish important new
software products developed by other third
parties, while developing some applications
itself,

The new company will initially be
formed as a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Apple, becoming an independent company as
soon as appropriate, probably within one year.
Once the company is independent, Apple
plans to retain a minority ownership position.

“We believe creation of this company
will expand and strengthen the software indus-
try created around Apple products in many
ways,” said John Sculley, Apple’s chairman

Edited By Bob Woods

and chief executive officer.

“First, since Apple plans to de-empha=
size its logo and label on its applications soft-
ware, developers can participate-in the soft-
ware market for Apple products on a more
equal footing.”

“Second, the new conipany will increase
the opportunities for third parties to bring
important new software applications to the
market. Right now, there ar¢ many small de-
velopers working on breakthrough' software
for Apple products, but they don’t have the
resources to market and distribute their prod-
ucts. The new software company will provide
them with a significant opportunity to do so.”

“And third, the new company will assure
thata full and complete line of quality applica-
tions software is available for Apple products.
By focusing primarily on Apple, the new
company can easily target untapped or emerg-
ing new markets,” Sculley said.

Apple has named William V, Campbell,
formerly Apple’s executive vice president of
U.S. sales and marketing as president and
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chief operating officer of the new company.
Campbell, who joined Apple in 1983, will
begin developing the company’s business plan
and recruiting staff immediately. While the
company operates as a wholly-owned Apple
subsidiary, Campbell will report to Albert’A.
Eisenstat, Apple’s senior vice president. Eis-
enstat will serve as chairman and chief execu-
tive officer during the transition period, as well
as his normal responsibilities at Apple.
Charles M. Boesenberg, Apple’s vice
president for U.S. sales, will assume the role of
acting group executive for U.S. sales and
marketing. In thatcapacity, he will be respon-
sible for U.S. sales, distribution, support and
marketing and will report to Delbert Yocam,
Apple’s-chief operating officer, Charles W.
Berger will continue to serve as dcting vice
president of marketing; with the additional
responsibility of marketing communications.
He will report to Boesenberg. In their acting
capacities, both will serve as members. of
Apple’sexecutive staff. B
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A recent board decision
has terminated this
service.

The club tentatively
plans to have a booth
at the Amateur fair.
Check the grandstand
if you come!

Need
stuff
to fill

this
space

This newsletter
| was printed on an
| Apple LaserWriter
using

Aldus PageMaker

v2.0

SNELLING

Mini’Info’Net. Use the Email
feature and send to Box 21
(ERIC HOLTERMAN).

Ads sent by the second
Wednesday of the month will
appear in the next month’s
newsletter, As always, ads
may be edited for length and
to fit our usual format. There
is a charge for commercial
ads, contact Eric Holterman
for details.

Street Electronics serial and
parallel Business Card
(printer interface) for B&W-
color graphics/text, w/
onboard buffer capability;
$40. Applewriter 2.0 & 2.1,
AW Uitilities software &

‘Filing System for AW

software, AW Cookbook;
$50 takes all. Autoworks,
Multiscribe 2.0, Profiler 2.1;
$20 each.

Marc 542-3306 (days)

Swap Meet,

RANDOLPH
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Classified Advertisements
Notice Classified ads may now be VIRTUALLY NEW:
submitted through the pfs:File & pfs:Write for
DOMs on your own Mini’app’les BBS, Apple //e (both NEW

proDOS versions); $40 each.

Home Accountant, Apple

1[+; $25.

Super Text, Apple 1[+; $20.

Form Letters, Apple 1[+;

$15.

Andrew Tobias ‘Managing

Your Money’, Apple //e;

$50.

Flip Track “How to Operate

the Apple ][+” audio cassette

program; $20.

Al 571-5518 (office)
633-5427 (home)

WANTED to buy: Monitor

and cheap parallel printer

Don 341-4333 (days)
927-9263 (eves)




“BETTER-

THAN-EVER EDITOR’S
RESULTS” | FReeEPSON | CHOICE.

EPSON® B ®
eeaine| Printer FSt::: ahe losm itz
0
of Paper with
Printer Purchase!

EX-1000

We will not be undersold on Epson Printers!

g S,
maxell. =
6?0%?6?‘ ® O’*“I%{?L
400/ O FF sug; retail on any STORAGE CASE when
O you purchase 2 or more boxes of diskettes!

MD-2 MD-2 HDM MICRO FLOPPY
54" DS/DD HIGH DENSITY 31%” DS/DD
FOR IBM AT

$11 929 $2995 $2495

Prices Reflect Cash Discount Must Present Ad Quantities Are Limited Expires 4/30/87

CITY DESK COMPUTER WAREHOUSE
164 North Blake Road, Hopkins, MN 55343 (612) 933-1771

Hours: M-W 9:30 AM—6:00 PM Th & Fri 9:30 AM—8:00 PM Sat. 9:30 AM—-5:00 PM
Fast, low cost delivery available on all producis.
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post office box 93, hopkins, mn 556343
(612) 593-1503

]

CLOCK SPECIAL ——
MINI'APFLES MEMBER SPECIAL AMAFEUR Fﬁ [R ‘5?

2E - 85.985 SATURDAY § SUNDAY - JUNE & § 7, 1957

_ MINNESOTS BTHTE FAIRGROUNDS
2t - Bo.9% "Excellent Bargains”

| ' DROP BY OUR

-CALL YURON FOR ALL YOUR COMPUTER NEEDS
. =GOOD DISCOUNTS-LOCAL SERVICE-PERSONAL

= SUMMER ﬁ@@’ﬁg = TUES., [1Z2N=5PM  venv mems v stonc
s SAT. QN=4PM, VISA Mo UPS - ND EXTRAS

1409 FAIRFIELD ROAD SOUTH = WEST CF
RIDGEDALE ON THIE SOUTH FRONTAGE ROAD
MM I AIH IR NN ION NI
LASER 128 $355.

ACCESSORIES IN STOCK E}Q Video Tech MUST SEE TO BELIEVE

&
iﬁi'app'jes . Bulk Rate
¥ Box 796 Ue Postage
Hopkins ToDen @24l Ewpdvess ope 87 al
MN 553473 Bill SBalo Hopking, MN
At~ Lddth Ave North Permit 631
Addr@ss |;~~ [ MH 1
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